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for wMcli they thirsted. Quesada, therefore, set out
from Chia; but in crossing the River Funza he met
with opposition from the loyal troops of the Zipa.
Their devoted loyalty quite overcame the too
natural terror which paralysed the action of most
of the Chibcha people. The Spaniards forced
their way onwards and reached the palace of
Muequeta, but found it deserted and dismantled.
A party was sent in search of the Zipa to the country
palace of Tinansuga, but he was not there. The
headquarters of the Spaniards were established
for some time at Muequeta, where they were sub-
jected to incessant attacks from the Zipa's troops,
who easily evaded the cavalry charges by retiring
among the impassable lagoons.

Quesada's plans were frustrated and the Spanish
absorbing thirst for gold was unsatisfied for a time.
The general resolved to send out two exploring
expeditions to the south and west under the com-
mand of his veteran captains, Cespedes and San
Martin. The party of Cespedes went southward,
and suffered so terribly from the cold on the lofty
tableland in the direction of Suma Paz that the
attempt to penetrate farther was abandoned.
San Martin entered the country of the valiant
Panches, on the lower slopes towards the Magdalena.